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CHARACTERS

o GINA, an elderly white woman who lives in a nursing home —
contralto (or possibly mezzo)

o AJANI, a late twenties/early thirties man from the Caribbean (or
perhaps from an African country). He is an aide at Gina’s nursing
home — tenor

o TOM, Gina’s middle-aged son — baritone

o INEZ, a head nurse at Gina’s nursing home — not very young, not
very old, Hispanic — mezzo

o LEESHA, Tom’s adopted daughter (Gina’s beloved
granddaughter) - teen or early 20s, Asian-American — soprano

o MALCOLM, an elderly Black, wheelchair-bound man who lives
next to Gina at the nursing home — tenor (or possibly baritone)

Note: All dialogue is in ifalics unless the rhythms of the words are notated.



Musical Numbers

1. Vitals

2. Pro Re Nata

3. A Good Son (Pt. 1 and Pt. 2)

4. 11 Mondo ¢ di Buon Umore/Curtain Call

Instrumentation

Piano (Keyboard)/Accordion
Cello

Piano and accordion can be played by the same person using an
actual accordion or a keyboard with an accordion sample.

Notes
Some dialogue is unpitched but rhythmically notated. In the
recording, this is represented by percussion instruments that will
not be part of the production. The sounds of these instruments
indicate the rhythm of the words.

The score is written in concert pitch.

There are no copyright violations in the score.



Scene 1

SETTING: All action takes place in Gina's room in a nursing home. The room is nice for this sort of
place. There is a bed, a wheelchair, a table with framed photos and flowers, some chairs, and a cane. A
few pieces of medical equipment are laid out on a small high table next to the wheelchair. The equipment
includes a finger clip device for measuring blood pressure, a thermometer (not an oral one — perhaps a

forehead thermometer), and a stethoscope. Also on the table is a box of chocolates. A door enters onto the
room.

Gina sits in the wheelchair while Ajani, an aide, takes and records her vital signs. Gina is terminally ill
and fairly frail, though not so frail that her singing would seem absurd. She can walk with a cane.

Vitals

AJANI
Blood pressure
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Scene 1 ends with two knocks on the door that are heard simultaneous to the final “lub-dub” sung by
Ajani. Action freezes. (Lights out?)

Scene 2
Inez, the head nurse of Gina's section of the nursing home, enters as the music starts. She greets Gina and
Ajani.

Pro Re Nata

INEZ
Malcolm, next door — he said he heard crying.
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You can speak OF me when I'm gone. Now, in this room, speak TO me. Oh, and do not leave. Nobody leaves.
(Indicates to Ajani that he should include "Nobody leaves' into the pledge.) But me. The moment you close

that door, I have nothing but the past. For so much of my life, I've had nothing but the past. The door closes.
Someone leaves, and that’s where I am -- the past. And only the pain forces me out of it. The pain, but now

also ... Ajani.
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Scene 2 ends with three knocks on the door that are heard simultaneous to Gina's final sung words:
“from the grave.” Action freezes. (Lights out?)

Scene 3

Tom and Leesha, Gina s son and granddaughter, enter the room. The following is spoken before the music
starts.

THOMAS
Hi Suzy. Ajani. Mom. That man next door.

INEZ
Malcolm.

THOMAS
He said I should call the police. He said there was yelling and crying. In here.

INEZ
No one’s fighting.

THOMAS
A man crying.

GINA
Ha!

(Leesha observes her grandmother and Ajani exchanging looks.)

A GOOD SON

AJANI
No one has been crying.
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(Music stops abrubtly for dialogue and
140 resumes in Pt. 2 immediately afterwards.)
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(Music stops)

GINA
He...loved...me. With...me. To...me.

INEZ
Ohhhh.

TOM
He loved . . . to you.

AJANI
We were careful.

GINA
Yes, I won’t be having a baby anytime soon.

TOM
This is . . . how could you . . . I can’t believe . . . (fo INEZ) did you know? . . . how could you?

LEESHA
Dad. Nonna, that wasn’t fair.

INEZ
No, I didn’t. Not for sure until . . .

TOM
(to Ajani) How could you do this? You have taken advantage. Committed a crime. You will never work
again, and I will shut this place down.

LEESHA
I’m not sure who took advantage.

TOM
I swear I could just. . .

LEESHA
No! Nonna!

(Gina begins to fall, but Tom and Ajani catch her. Malcolm bursts into the room on his wheelchair with a
mechanical cat on his lap.)

INEZ
Malcolm.

MALCOLM
What’s happening here?

GINA
(to Tom and the others) I’'m okay. I just fell asleep.



TOM
You fell asleep?

MALCOLM
I heard crying and yelling, and then screaming.

INEZ
It’s all right Malcolm.

GINA
(To Tom) 1 fell asleep. (Tom and Ajani get Gina seated in her wheelchair.)

MALCOLM
We should call the police.

GINA
(indicating Malcolm) He can leave.

LEESHA
I don’t think we need to do that. (She approaches Malcolm.)

MALCOLM
(to Leesha) Who are you?

(Music resumes)

LEESHA
(to Malcolm) My name is Leesha.
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English translation of I/ Mondo e di Buon Umore

Good day, sun.

Good day, flower bed.

What a joy to see you here again.
The world is in a good mood.

I like to see

The smiles on people’s faces.
The world is in a good mood.
Oh, what a joy!
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